
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WORK SESSION OF CLAYTON TOWN COUNCIL 
June 17, 2013 

6:30 PM at Town Hall 
111 East Second Street 

PRESENT: Mayor Pro Tem Michael Grannis, Councilman Art Holder, Councilman 
Butch Lawter, Councilman Bob Satterfield and Councilman Jason Thompson 

ABSENT:  Mayor Jody L. McLeod 

Items moved to consent agenda for the July 15
th
 regular meeting: 

 A resolution ordering preparation of preliminary assessment roll for the John Street
Sewer Improvement Project

 A warranty acceptance for Riverwood Athletic Club Phase II

National Night Out Organizers John McFadden & Joneka Trent requested closure of 

Fayetteville St between main & 2
nd

 St from 5-9 p.m. and closure of Town Square from 3-9 
p.m. on August 6

th
 for annual public safety awareness event, including music, games and 

various activities to inform public about neighborhood watch and various police and fire 
safety programs. Council voted unanimously to approve the request.

Council moved to suspend rules for work session so that action could be taken on 
the following items: 

 Council members voted unanimously to approve the minutes from the May 29, 
2013 budget works session meeting

 Council members voted unanimously to approve the fiscal year 2013-2014 budget
ordinance which includes no increase in property taxes

 Council members voted unanimously to approve resolutions ordering the collection
of Johnston County and Wake County taxes

 Council members voted unanimously to approve the budget ordinance amendments
to the fiscal year 2012-2013 budget for the General Fund, Water & Sewer Fund,
Electric Fund, Greenway Development Project, 2009A GO Bond Recreation
Projects, 2009 A GO Bond Streets Project, Automatic Rolls CDBG/ED Project, and
2012 GO Bond East Clayton Park Project

 Council members voted unanimously to approve the capital project budget ordinance
for Parks &Recreation Capital Projects, including $350,000 for the projected
purchase of the Dupont Property off Covered Bridge Road for the future
development of public park

 Council members voted unanimously to approve text amendment to Chapter 95 of
the Town Code of Ordinances involving expanding and clarifying the primary
downtown fire district map

Council discussed possible leasing or purchase of lighting equipment for East Clayton 
Community Park to potentially be installed by fall ball season 

Council postponed discussion of resolution authorizing submittal of Rural Center 
Application for building re-use grant for the Historic Spinning Mill 



Council updated that demolition of dilapidated canopy at 110 West Front Street, former Red 
& White Store, was delayed by weather and will begin this week 

Status of traffic review and sidewalk needs for Champion Street listed on agenda as 
tracking item only – no discussion 
Town Manager informed council of roughly $48,000 in total needs from various departments 
for equipment including new mower for Parks & Recreation to reduce moving time for parks 
and game fields, new heavy duty trailer for Public Works since department currently only 
has one trailer for ALL heavy equipment, a new UTV to utilize for easement assessments 
so that crews can reduce possible property damage that could be caused by full-size 
vehicles (item can also be used for spreading mulch & de-icing sidewalks), and a thermal 
imaging camera for the Electric Department to scan the electric distribution system to 
identify hot spots which could signal potential problem areas.  Items can be discussed 
further with council to be purchased with potential surplus from the budget.  

Town Attorney informed council of tax reform legislation moving to the Senate floor in the 
General Assembly and encouraged council to contact representatives if they so desired.  

Town Clerk reminded council of upcoming July 4th celebration in Municipal Park – events 
beginning at 4 p.m., fireworks at 9:15 p.m. with council volunteering to cut watermelon at 5 
p.m. and of opening of filing for municipal office on July 5

th
   

Councilman Butch Lawter:  gave big thank you to electric, police, fire, and public works 
departments for their response to the recent storm and their amazing work restoring power 
so quickly for citizens.  He hopes residents, who sometimes complain about high power bill 
costs, appreciate the fact that Town of Clayton crews were able to restore power 
considerably faster than the large power companies, some of whom did not restore power 
to residents in the Clayton area until several days later. 

Mayor Pro Tem Michael Grannis also complimented the town response to the Thursday 
storm from the performance and hard work of the minimum wage employees all the way up 
to the town management – it was a team response and incredibly impressive.   

Councilman Art Holder echoed those congratulations and appreciation for the town teams 
who responded to the storm and restored power, especially in light of the fact that the larger 
power companies did not restore power in some cases for 48 hours, whereas the town 
restored the majority of power in 3 hours.  

Councilman Jason Thompson reiterated the compliments in regard to storm response and 
added the assistance of the Town PIO to inform the public.  

Both Councilman Butch Lawter and Mayor Pro Tem Michael Grannis thanked town staff for 
the countless hours and work that go into preparing the budget. The Town of Clayton 
departments and budget teams make sure the Clayton has a budget that works – for the 
citizens and for the town. 

Both Councilman Later and Grannis expressed their concern and disappointment in the 
potential loss of roughly a million & ½ dollars in the next 5 years due to cuts from the 
General Assembly.  Both fear the town could be looking at severe cuts in the municipal 



budget and town services or a possible 6% property tax increase to make up for those 
losses from the state.  Both expressed sincere frustration Clayton that the town leadership 
and staff have worked so hard to maintain services and NOT increase property taxes, yet 
still could face these cuts.  

Council voted unanimously to go into closed session at 7:31 p.m. in accordance with NC 
GS 143-318.11 (a) (6) to discuss performance evaluation of town manager and consult with 
town attorney.   

Council voted unanimously to approve a $1.5% cost of living increase and 2% merit 
increase for Town Manager Steve Biggs.  
 .  
Council members voted unanimously to adjourn at 7:56 p.m. 




